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Injunctions to avoid all dealings with him should he venture
to their ports again,

Hawkins did venture again. Better for him if he had not,
for his third voyage was a disastrous one. When negro-
hunting Hawkins lost a number of his men, who were
wounded by the poisoned arrows of the natives, and died of
lock-jaw. After capturing some 400 slaves, they traded at
Rio de la Hacha and other Spanish towns in their old * peace-
ful* way, with cannon-shot to back up their bargains. But on
passing the western point of Cuba the little fleet was sorely
battered about in a tremendous hurricane, and the Jesus was
' in so extreme a leak' that it was necessary to seek the
shelter of some safe port. Running before the wind, they
made for the harbour of San Juan de Ulloa, at the bottom of
the Gulf of Mexico.

But it was by no means a safe shelter, as will be seen later.
Some Spanish officers came on board with the mistaken idea
that these vessels were a part of a Spanish fleet which had
been expected for some days past, Hawkins received them
courteously, but detained two of the gentlemen as hostages for
good behaviour, and, although he put a brave face on the
matter, was a little anxious as to what would happen if the
expected fleet arrived. In the harbour were twelve plate-ships,
laden with enormous treasures; at another time Hawkins
would perhaps have transferred their precious cargo to his
own ships, but now he thought it wise to go warily, and play
for safety. He took possession of a little island at the mouth
of the harbour, and mounted cannon to command the entrance
of the port... It was none too soon. On the following day
thirteen great galleons hove into sight, with the Admiral's flag
flying on the foremost vessel, Hawkins immediately sent off
a boat to say that he would not permit the fleet to enter until
satisfied with their friendly intent to his own ships. The
Admiral sent back word to say that it was an unheard-of
thing to keep a Spanish fleet from entering a Spanish harbour.
But Hawkins had his guns on the island, and no ship cou}4